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Thank you for your interest in the Expanded Function Dental Program offered through 

the School of Continuing Studies at Harcum College.  

This program is not eligible for government based financial aid; such as Pell 

Grants and Stafford Loans.  Please use the brochures provided for PNC Bank 

and Sallie Mae or your own private arrangements.  

In this packet you will find:  
Criteria for Admittance 

Fees 

Session Dates 

Course Overviews 

Application  

Study Materials for the Dental Assessment Entrance Exam 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Theresa Groody at tgroody@harcum.edu  
or by phone at 610-526-1860. 
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A law was passed in December 1994 requiring the certification of Expanded Function Dental 
Assistants.   
The combination of the didactic, laboratory and clinical portions of the course exceed the mini-
mum requirement of 200 hours that the Pennsylvania State Board of Dentistry had mandated 
to qualify for the EFDA certificate.  Upon completion of the course the student will be eligible 
to register for the Pennsylvania EFDA Certification Examination. 
 
The criteria for admittance into the  EFDA Program are*:  

Completed application (included in this packet)  

Successful completion of a Dental Assessment Exam  

An employment affidavit verifying that you have at least 1 year of full - time  

dental assistant experience (written by your doctor on letterhead)  

A copy of your CPR Certification  

A copy of your X -Ray Certification  

 
It is critical that the prospective student be extremely competent in all areas of dental  
assisting so the 200 hours of the course can be spent on restorative functions and not  
reviewing basic assisting skills. 

You will need a typodont for the EFDA course. You are welcome to purchase one or one will 

be supplied to you for your use. You will be responsible for any necessary repairs and/or     

replacement costs and the typodont must remain on campus. A contract will be signed stating 

that you will replace any items not returned in the kit on the last day of class.  

The course outline will be handed out the first night of class and any other pertinent       infor-
mation will be discussed at that time. Any questions you may have can be directed to Terri 
Groody at 610-526-1860 or e-mail: tgroody@harcum.edu. 
 
The fees are as follows: 

Dental Assessment Fee           $       50.00  

EFDA Course            $   3,850.00 

Typodont (optional)            $     175.00  

Textbook            $       49.00  

Modality Manual                         $       51.00  

 
Fees following the completion of the EFDA Program: 

Application fee to State Board           $       20.00  

Transcript Processing fee to Harcum           $       25.00  

 
ALL materials must be submitted in order to begin the EFDA Program.  

The Assessment Test must be completed at least one week before class begins. 
Please be advised that all registration materials including payment  
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EFDA Summer/Fall 2009 Start Dates  

Harcum  

Course      Course  Days            Start Date  End Date  Time  
Radiology Review           Tuesdays          9/15, 9/22, 9/29, 10/6/09       6:00 ï9:00pm               
                                          (4 nights)      
 
Dental Anatomy      Thursdays        10/29/09, 11/5/09, 11/12/09     6:00 -9:00pm 
        (3 nights)    
 
Dental Assisting Review Mondays                10/26/09   11/02/09        6:00 -9:00pm 
       (2 nights)    
 
DA 260 90  
 
EFDA I             Tues & Thurs         9/08/09          12/22/09  6:00-9:45pm 
            (Off 11/26/09)    
 
DA 260 80  
 
EFDA I       Saturday        9/19/09          1/09/10        8:00am -4:00pm 
           (Off 11/28/09, 12/26/09)  
 
 
Berks ï DA 260 03  
Course              Course Days            Start Date   End Date  Time  
EFDA      Saturday  9/12/09  12/19/09    8:00am -4:30pm 
          (Off 11/28/09)   
 
Lancaster ð DA 260 02  
Course    Course Days   Start Date  End Date  Time  
EFDA    Mon & Wed  9/14/209  12/23/09    6:00pm -9:45pm 
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Harcum College has opportunities for greater earning potential and more job satisfaction 
through our Expanded Functions Dental Assisting, Dental Anatomy Review, Radiology Review 
and CDA Review. Our instructors are highly-qualified and experienced educators who also 
practice in the field. Harcum College  is accredited by the American Dental Association and the 
Commission on Dental Accreditation. Since these programs help increase the productivity of a 
dental practice, employers frequently encourage their Dental Assistants to enroll. 
 
Dental Anatomy Review ï Harcum Campus Only      $250  
Dental Anatomy is the basis of all dental work. You should be fluent in dental terminology, 
charting and labeling. This course is offered to students who need a refresher on the specifics 
of dental anatomy.  
 
Radiology Review ï Harcum Campus Only       $200  
Review dental health and safety techniques for personnel performing radiographic procedures 
as preparation for the Pennsylvania Dental Auxiliary Radiology Examination. Topics include 
procedures for patient and operator safety, techniques for exposure and evaluation of films, 
intraoral extraoral, diagnostic, and techniques for taking objective examinations.  
 
Dental Assisting  Review ï Harcum Campus Only      $300  
The CDA Review course is offered to students who wish to prepare for the CDA Exam. This 
course covers the material on the exam which include collecting and recording clinical data, 
chair side dental procedures, materials, lab materials, patient education, medical emergencies 
and office operations, among other subjects. 
 
Expanded Function Dental Assisting (EFDA) Program            $3,850
  
EFDAs are in increasing demand in dental practices. An EFDA can perform additional duties 
such as placing and contouring restorations. Having an EFDA in a dental office can significantly 
increase productivity.  The combination of didactic, laboratory and clinical portions of the 
course exceed the minimum requirement of 200 hours that the PA. State Board of Dentistry 
had mandated to qualify for the EFDA certificate.  Upon completion of the course, the student 
will be eligible to register for the Pennsylvania EFDA Certification Examination. 
 

EFDA I & EFDA I Lab - DA 260    
This is a 15 week course which is designed as an intensive introduction to the basics of 
restorative dentistry for the Dental Auxiliary, including rubber dam applications; plac-
ing, carving, and finishing amalgam restorations; light cured composite restorations, 
and crown and bridge temporary restorations. Skills are attained through both lecture 
and hands-on technical laboratory  sessions. Students will need to purchase texts, 
typodonts and purchase or borrow necessary instruments. 

 
EFDA II -  DA 261    
After successful completion of EFDA I & EFDA I Lab, the student will gain clinical ex-
perience performing expanded functions in their current practice for 15 weeks.  
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Select Location:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

O  Berks-EFDA 
O  Lancaster-EFDA 

O  Harcum CollegeςDental Anatomy 
O  Harcum CollegeςRadiology Review 
O  Harcum CollegeςCDA Review 
O  Harcum CollegeςEFDA (Saturday) 
O  Harcum CollegeςEFDA (Tues & Thurs) 

Personal Information 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ _______ 
 
SS#  ___________________________________________Date of Birth____________ _____ 
 
Street Address______________________________________________________     _________ 
 
City _________________________         State____________Zip Code______  ____________ 
 
Home Phone #   _________             Cell Phone #____________________________ 
 
Email address ________________________________________________________ _________ 
 
 
Professional Information 
 
Dental Office & Dentist Name ______________  _____________________________ ________ 
 
Street Adress__________________________________________________________________  
 
City ________________________            State____________Zip Code__________________ 
 
Telephone #_______________________            Fax #_________________________________
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Formal Dental Training? (Circle one) Yes  No 

 If yes, School_____________________________________________________ 

 Length of Schooling__________________Year of Graduation__ _ __________ 

 Other Training_________________________________________________________ 

Office Experience/Duties________________________________________________  

 

I am familiar with (check all that apply)  
o Endo 
o Crown/Bridge 
o General 

 Ortho 
 Perio 
 Pedo 

o Oral Surgery 
 

Have you taken a course in? (Check all that apply 
 Dental Anatomy when?________________________________________ 
 Dental Materials when?________________________________________ 
 Expanded Functions when?_____________________________________ 
 Other Dental Courses _________________________________________ 

 
I am currently (please check all that apply):  

 A dental assistant with _____ years experience 
 X-ray Certified as a Dental Auxiliary 
 A certified dental assistant with _____ years of experience      CDA cert # ____  
 Healthcare level provider CPR certified 
 A registered dental hygienist with _____ years of experience 

 

I am applying to the EFDA Program and I understand all of the 
entrance requirements and financial obligations.  
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

  Signature        Date   
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The Dental Assessment Exam features 125 questions which assess the knowledge, skills and informa-

tion contained on the next 6 pages of the review guide along with the knowledge you have gained 

throughout your career. Students need to score 75% in the Materials and Chairside sections in addition 

to scoring a 75% in the Anatomy section for acceptance into EFDA Program.  

 

I.  Dental Materials (20 questions)  
 A. Restorative  

1.  Prepare, mix, deliver, store and state  
          indications for:  
   a.  amalgam 
   b.  cements 
   c.  composite 
   d.  dentin conditioning and bonding  materials  
   e.  glass ionomers 
   f.  temporary restorative materials  
   g.  varnishes, bases and liners 
   h.  sealants 
   i.  bleaching materials 
  
 B.  Laboratory Materials and Procedures  
  1. Selection and Manipulation of: 
   a.  various gypsum products (plaster, stone, improved stone)  
 
   b. impression materials (alginate, polyethers, polyvinyls) 
           
           2.  Procedures: 
   a.  Fabricate and evaluate diagnostic casts, including trimming 
 
   b. Fabricate mouth guards, bleaching  trays, acrylic provisionals,   
                                custom trays 
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 II. Chairside Procedures (60 questions)  
  
 A. Selection and Preparation of Armamentarium  
  1. Prepare anesthetic syringes for injection 
 
  2. Select and prepare materials for applying rubber dam 
 

3. Select rotary instruments and assemble handpieces 
 

4. Assemble matrix retainer 
 

5. Prepare operatory for patient treatment and breakdown operatory  
                         following treatment  
 

6.  Prepare instrument set-ups for procedures and define uses of instruments 
 

B. Perform or Assist with Intraoral Procedures  
1. Maintain field of operation by utilizing retraction, suctioning, irrigation,  
     drying, etc. 
      
2. Using the concepts of four-handed dentistry, assist with general dentistry  

                procedures. 
 

C. Infection Control  
1. Recognize infectious diseases and their relationship to patient/employee   
   safety. 

 
2. Describe the methods of disease transmission in a dental office. 

  
3. Maintain aseptic conditions. 

 
4. Prepare instruments and perform sterilization procedures. 

 
5. Prepare surfaces for disinfection, using disinfecting agents and barriers. 

 
6. Understand OSHA protocols. 
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III. Dental Anatomy (45 questions)  
 
  A. Applicants must possess a thorough knowledge of  

Dental Anatomy and should be able to identify and define the following terms  
AXIAL   HEIGHT OF CONTOUR 
CEMENTUM  INCISAL 
CERVICAL  INCLINED PLANE 
CINGULUM  LABIAL 
CONCAVITTIES LINE ANGLE 
CONTACT AREA LINGUAL 
CONVEXITIES  MARGINAL RIDGE 
CUSP   MESIAL 
CUSP RIDGE  OBLIQUE RIDGE 
DENTIN  OCCLUSAL 
DISTAL  PALATAL 
EMBRASURES  PULP 
ENAMEL  PAPILLA 
FACIAL   PERIODONTAL LIGAMENT 
FOSSAE  POINT ANGLE 
FURCARTION  PROXIMAL 
GINGIVAL  TRANSVERSE RIDGE 
GROOVE  TRIANGULAR RIDGE 

 

B.   Universal and Palmer notations of both Permanent and Primary teeth 
 
C. Individual Characteristics of all Permanent Teeth 
 
D. Classes of Occlusion/Terms of Occlusion 
  
 1. Open Bite 
 2. Overbite 
 3. Overjet 
 4. Crossbite 
  
Resource Materials : 
Bird, D. and Robinson, D., Torres and Ehrlich Modern Dental Assisting, 7th Edition, Phila., PA, 
Elsevier     
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Mandibular 2nd molar 
4 cusps almost equal in size 
 Cross or plus occlusal pattern 

Dental Anatomy  
INDIVIDUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF ALL PERMANENT TEETH:  
 
Maxillary Central 
Sharp MI angle, rounded DI angle 
 
Maxillary Lateral 
Smaller M-D than Central 
Lingual pit 
 
Maxillary Canine 
Lingual ridge - 2 lingual fossae 
Longest root 
 
Maxillary 1st premolar 
Mesial Marginal Developmental groove 
 
Maxillary 2nd premolar 
Buccal and Lingual cusps almost equal in size 
 
Maxillary 1st molar 
Oblique ridge - ML to DB  
Cusp of Carabelli 
 
Maxillary 2nd molar 
Oblique ridge - ML to DB 
 
Maxillary 3rd molar  
Oblique ridge - ML to DB 
 
Mandibular 1st premolar  
Non-functional lingual cusp  
Mesiolingual developmental groove 
 
Mandibular 2nd premolar  
H, U or Y occlusal pattern 
 
Mandibular 1st molar 
5 cusps - 3 on the buccal, 2 on the lingual (MB, ML, DB, DL, D)  
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Cingulumða bulge or prominence of enamel found on the cervical third 

of the lingual surface of an anterior tooth.  

Cusp ð(a) a pronounced elevation on the occlusal surface of a tooth 

terminating in a conical or rounded surface; (b) any crown elevation 

which begins calcification as an independent center. A cusp is consid-

ered to have an apex and four ridges.  

Cusp of Carabelliðthe "fifth" cusp located on the lingual surface of 

many maxillary firs molars. 

Fissureða fault occurring along a developmental groove caused by 

Incomplete or imperfect joining of the lobes. When two fissures cross 

they form a pit.  

Fossa ða rounded or angular depression of varying size on the surface 

of a tooth.  

Lingual fossaða broad, shallow depression on the lingual surface of an. 

incisor or canine. 

Central fossa, maxillary molarsða relatively broad, deep angular valley 

in the central portion of the occlusal surface of a maxillary molar.  

Central fossa, mandibular molarsða relatively broad, deep angular 

valley in the central portion of the occlusal surface of a mandibular 

molar.  

Triangular fossa ð a comparatively shallow pyramid-shaped depression 

on the occlusal surfaces of the posterior teeth, located just within the 

confines of the mesial and/or distal marginal ridges.  

Grooveða small linear depression on the surface of a tooth.  

Developmental groove ð a groove formed by the union of two lobes 

during development of the crown.  

Supplemental grooveð an indistinct linear depression, irregular in 

extent and direction, which does not demarcate major divisional 

pomons of a tooth. These often give the occlusal surface  a wrinkled 

appearance. 
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Incisal edgeðformed by the junction of the linguoincisal surfaces of 

an anterior tooth. This edge does not exist until occlusal wear has 

created a surface linguoincisally. This surface forms an angle with 

the labial surface. 

Lobeða developmental segment of the tooth. As lobes develop they 

coalesce to form a single unit 

Mamelonða rounded or conical prominence on the incisal ridge of a 

newly erupted incisor. They are usually three in number, and soon 

disappear as the result of wear. 

Ridgeða linear elevation on the surface of a tooth. It is named 

according to its location or form.  

Cusp ridgeðan elevation which extends in a mesial and distal di-

rection from the cusp tip. Cusp ridges form the buccal and lingual 

margins of the occlusal surfaces of the posterior teeth.  

Incisal ridgeðthe incisal portion of a newly erupted anterior tooth.  

Marginal ridgesðelevated, crests or rounded folds of enamel which 

form the mesial and distal, margins of the occlusal surfaces of the 

posterior  

teeth and the lingual surfaces of the anterior teeth. Marginal ridges 

on the anterior teeth are less prominent and are linear extensions 

from the cingulum, forming the lateral borders of the lingual surface.  

Oblique ridgesðelevated prominences on the occlusal surfaces of a 

maxillary molar extending obliquely from the tips of the mesiolingual 

cusp to the distobuccal cusp. 

Triangular ridgesðprominent elevations, triangular in cross section, 

which extend from the tip of a cusp toward the central portion of the 

occlusal surface of a tooth. They are named for the cusp to which 

they belong. Also described as those ridges which descend from the 
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We would like to take the opportunity and welcome you to the SLM Financial Family. 

The SLM Career Training Loan Program has some definite advantages for the school and the bor-
rower, specifically, higher approval percentages for the school and better interest rates for the bor-
rower. 

 

The following information is being provided to assist you with the loan process and furnish you with 
any additional facts that will be helpful to you moving forward: 

 

Loan application information : Your school code is  607178 .  A customized loan ap-
plication with your school code, school name, address and telephone number will be provided 
by your SLM Financial Account Representative.   Your representative is  John S. Mathews 

    and can be reached at 800-559-3220-ext 8528     . 

 

Customer Service: We strive to provide excellent customer service at SLM.  You can reach our 
customer service department at 1-888-2SCHOOL (1-888-272-4665).  Our dedicated and pro-
fessional representatives are trained to help you, the school, with any questions or concerns 
you may have as well as provide the current status of your loan applications.  In addition, we 
have a customer service department specifically trained to assist borrowers; this number is 1-
888-2SALLIE,  (1-888-272-5543). 

 

Annual requisites: Current  state license and/or accreditation if required by your State Depart-
ment of Education.  In addition, please notify our quality assurance department promptly of 
any changes to your enrollment agreement, refund policy or course types and tuition.  All of 
the above referenced documents should be sent to: SLM Financial, Attn: Quality Assurance 
Department, 6000 Commerce Parkway, Suite A, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 

 

Special note: Schools must not guarantee jobs to prospective or current borrowers nor provide 
tuition assistance. 

 

If you have any questions relating to these procedures, please contact your SLM representative or 
our Customer Service Department at the above referenced number.  We look forward to a long last-
ing, mutually beneficial relationship between our two fine companies. 

 

 

 

6000 Commerce Parkway  ·  Suite A  ·  Mt. Laurel, , NJ 08054 




